
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ASC and Foundation For The Carolinas Formalize Partnership That Creates  

Stability and Increases Funding for Local Arts and Culture Organizations 
 

 

CHARLOTTE, NC – The Arts and Science Council and Foundation For The Carolinas 

recently finalized a new partnership to create a sustainable and inclusive funding model 

for local arts and culture. Under the new partnership, ASC is now a supporting 

organization of Foundation For The Carolinas. 

 

Made possible through $21 million in public funding from Mecklenburg County and the 

City of Charlotte, the partnership is designed to continue and enhance ASC’s longstanding 

work to create a vibrant arts and cultural community for all. The move also aligns with the 

City of Charlotte’s 2023 cultural plan. ASC is also funded by private donations from 

numerous organizations and individuals. 

 

“The ASC and Foundation For The Carolinas are longtime community partners, and we 

are pleased to begin this new chapter to create even more possibilities for our arts and 

culture community,” said Foundation CEO Cathy Bessant. “Together, our two 

organizations are stronger, and this new partnership will bring greater resources to our 

diverse local arts, cultural and science organizations throughout Charlotte and 

Mecklenburg County.”  

 

The structure builds on the longstanding work of the ASC to sustain and support arts, 

science and cultural programs. The new organization structure allows ASC to continue 

focusing on this critical work and retain its identity, while benefiting from the managerial 

and back-office support of the Foundation. 

 

“The ASC is thrilled and fortunate to be able to join forces with an organization of the 

Foundation’s caliber,” said ASC Board Chair Tony Perez. “We will continue to support 

organizations, cultural education, individual artists and cultural festivals. Our public and 

private donors are committed to providing access for everyone to arts and cultural 

experiences that educate, entertain and enhance their quality of life.”  

 

Other details of the partnership include:   

 

• ASC will continue delivering local grantmaking to organizations of all sizes and 
individuals, as well as other core programs, with FFTC providing managerial, 

administrative and back-office support.  
• ASC’s primary funding sources for its grantmaking will be budgeted annual 

contributions from Mecklenburg County and the City of Charlotte. ASC expects to 
continue raising funds through individual and corporate giving and other sources.  

• ASC will also maintain a Grants Board consisting of cultural professionals and 
other stakeholders that will be responsible for evaluating and making 
recommendations for grants.  

 

For more information about ASC: ArtsAndScience.org; for more information about 
Foundation For The Carolinas: FFTC.org.   
 
 
 

http://www.artsandscience.org/
http://www.fftc.org/


 

 

 
About Foundation For The Carolinas 

Founded in 1958, Foundation For The Carolinas is a nonprofit community foundation that serves a 13-county region across the Carolinas. FFTC helps 

people, nonprofits and companies amplify the impact of their charitable endeavors through service to fundholders and community convening to address 

critical issues. Our mission is to inspire philanthropy and empower individuals to create a better community. Visit fftc.org or philanthropyFOCUS.org.   

About ASC  

ASC is the chief advocate, resource hub and steward for the Charlotte-Mecklenburg region’s cultural community and is a supporting organization 

of Foundation For The Carolinas. Its core functions include advocacy, cultural education programs, cultural planning, fundraising, grantmaking, 

public art and workshops, and trainings for the cultural community.  

 

ASC works to ensure Culture For All by combining resources from local and state government with those of the private sector to maximize 

community impact throughout the cultural sector. ASC believes that arts, culture and creativity play a critical role in creating a sense of belonging 

to a community.  

 

Stay up to date on ASC news and happenings at ArtsAndScience.org and on Facebook, Instagram and X (formerly Twitter).  

 

Media Contact:  Timothy Hager, thager@fftc.org/704.973.4587  

http://www.fftc.org/
http://www.philanthropyfocus.org/
http://www.artsandscience.org/
http://www.facebook.com/asccharlotte
http://www.instagram.com/asccharlotte
http://www.twitter.com/asccharlotte

